RABELAIS

IT is observed by Rabelais himself that those
who have read " the pleasant titles of
some books of our invention/5 such as
Pease and Bacon with a Commentary^ " are too
ready to judge that there is nothing in them
but jests, mockeries, lascivious discourse, and
recreative lies " ; but " the subject thereof is
not so foolish as by the title at the first sight
it should appear to be." Were one not faced
with incitements to speculation about meaning
on every page, this would be sufficient excuse
for the commentators and explorers. But
these gentlemen would do well to remember
a later remark of the author's about " a certain
gulligut friar and true bacon-picker" who
tried to get incredible allegories out of Ovid :

" If you give no credit thereto, why do not
you the same in these jovial new chronicles of
mine ? Albeit when I did dictate them, I
thought upon no more than you, who possibly
were drinking the whilst as I was. For in the
composing of this lordly book, I never lost nor
bestowed any more, nor any other time than
what was appointed to serve me for taking of
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